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Fan of the Branch

John Roberts Befriends a New River and
Discovers a Hidden Gem

Denny Caneff

**Editor s note: This is another installment of an occasional se-
ries of stories featuring people and the rivers they love—what we 've
come to call their “home” rivers.

here’s one advantage to driving all over Wisconsin if

you’re a river

aficionado like John Roberts. Driving by hundreds of
streams gives you ideas about which ones to explore next, and

maybe even you’ll find a paddling companion.

John Roberts is a roving veterinarian for the Dept. of Agricul-
ture, Trade and Consumer Protection, and his travels take him to
dairy farms across the state from his home base in Whitelaw, in
Manitowoc County. Not only had he developed an eye for good
rivers, he would tell his farmer clients he was a paddler and a
river buff. One farmer pointed out that his daughter was also a
paddler and was looking for a paddling partner.

Not one to turn down a good paddling lead — “I’1l go paddling with anybody”
— John gave Nancy Osterberg a call. It turns out she was not just anybody, but
someone who shared more than John’s passions for rivers. They were married
in 2001, and Wisconsin’s two Brule Rivers — the “border Brule” that forms the
Michigan-Wisconsin boundary and the Bois Brule, that flows to Lake Superior
— are significant in their relationship.

“The Bois Brule was our courting river, but the border Brule was our honey-
moon river,” John noted. And as true equal opportunity lovers of rivers, they had
their marriage ceremony at Strong Falls on the Peshtigo River.

Continues on page 6...
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. < John Roberts was
| the perfect host
. | for River Alliance’s
recent staff retreat
on the Branch River
- complete with a
traditional fish boil
and cherry pie.
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Stream of Thought

Flush With Manure

In a metal in-basket somewhere in the bowels of
GEF 11, the Dept. of Natural Resources’ downtown
Madison headquarters, are hundreds of comments,
statements, observations, additions and subtractions
submitted to the agency by citizens and organiza-
tions hoping to influence the rules DNR is propos-
ing for the 140 or so large-scale livestock farms in
Wisconsin.

The rules, known by insiders as “NR 243,” pro-
pose to require these farms (those with over 1,000
animal units, or about 700 dairy cows) to be able
to store manure in a pit or tank for six
months, ban the spreading of manure
in January and February, and other
provisions to limit the possibility that
manure, at least from these large farms,
will continue to kill fish they way they
have been in the past two years.

By and large, the River Alliance
supports these proposed rule changes,
which were hammered out over two
years by an DNR-organized advisory
group of farmers and conservation-
ists. (See www.wisconsinrivers.org for our formal
comments submitted to DNR.) Given the fact that
there were over 50 documented “runoff events” (a
bureaucratic term for when manure flows to a public
waterway), in the past year or so, the rule changes
seem long overdue.

NR 243 can’t work miracles. If conditions are
right and some trends continue, we will continue
to find dead fish in Wisconsin’s rivers from manure
spills.

*  Of the 52 documented “manure events” in
the last year, just nine of them were caused by
the large livestock farms that come under the
scope of NR 243. That means the huge majority
of these events are caused by farms smaller than
the “factory farms” that are wrongly suspected of
being the main culprit.

*  Though winter manure spreading can be a
deadly practice, and NR 243 attempts to limit

it, there’s no preventing manure from getting to
rivers and streams in the summer months. Two
big fish kills occurred in southwestern Wisconsin
last summer. And late this summer, the notorious
Maple Leaf Farms, in Manitowoc County, had

a manure spill kill fish in storied Fischer Creek.
(The dairy industry would do itself a great favor

by simply buying out the operator of Maple Leaf
Farms, who single-handedly sets back any posi-
tive image the industry manages to muster for
itself.)

The Dept. of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer
Protection is taking smart strides in getting the state
to think differently about manure. It has assembled
a manure task force to examine the issues. DATCP
assistant secretary Judy Ziewacz could be named
Wisconsin’s “manure czar” for her diligent efforts to
find ways to make manure a revenue generator (en-

ergy, compost fertilizer) for farmers.

Still, we see at least two necessary
steps, beyond NR 243, to keep manure
from fouling our waters.

Barnyard easements — used by DNR
sparingly under the Priority Watershed
Program, use of this win-win tool should
be greatly expanded. Many small live-
stock farms were situated near water-
ways for the express purpose of giving
cows access to water. This practice has
got to go. An easement would compensate a land-
owner for keeping cattle away from a waterway
passing through their farm. The landowner could use
the money to improve the farm or build a retirement
account, and the public gets permanent land and
water protection.

Take the money or else — all counties, as part of
developing their land and water conservation plans,
identify “priority farms” — those farms causing the
greatest harm to the resources. (These farms are what
UW-Madison rural sociologist Peter Nowak calls
“the 20 percent of farms who cause 80 percent of the
problem.”) Right now, county conservation staff can
only urge and cajole and “educate” these poor man-
agers; they have little to compel them to change.

We would propose a change in the polluted runoff
rules that gives these “priority farms” full access to
cost-share dollars and technical assistance, for one
year only. If they haven’t begun to make neces-
sary changes to their operations, the public subsidy
is taken away, they make the changes on their own
dime, and face fines and penalties if they don’t.

_ Denny Caneff
et . Executive Director
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Acting Locally

Happy Anniversary, Wild Rivers!

Lori Grant
Policy Program Manager

sin Wild Rivers Program was passed in both

houses without a single “nay.” Governor Warren
Knowles signed it into law in November of that year,
making it the first law of its kind in the United States.
Three years later, with Senator Gaylord Nelson lead-
ing the charge, the federal Wild and Scenic Rivers
Act was passed and signed into law by President
Lyndon Johnson.

Introduced in 1965, a bill creating the Wiscon-

This November marks the 40" anniversary of
Wisconsin’s landmark, bipartisan legislation, and
what better way to celebrate the occasion and the
legacy of Gaylord Nelson than add two more rivers
to Wisconsin’s too-short list? In August, Governor
Doyle announced his Conservation Initiative includ-
ing his commitment to forward the designation of the
Totogatic River and the Upper St. Croix Headwaters
as the state’s newest Wild Rivers.

A Short List For 40 Years

Despite the fact that the movement for establish-
ing Wild Rivers began here, only three rivers have
been designated as state Wild Rivers — the Pike,

The Pike River.

Popple and Pine Rivers in Marinette and Florence
Counties. They were included in the original bill
creating the state program back in 1965, and there
haven’t been any new designations since. The Wolf
and the St. Croix were designated as Wild and Scenic
Riverways early in the life of the federal program,
and again, there haven’t been any new federal desig-
nations in Wisconsin ever since. It’s a bit of mystery
why there haven’t been any more designations — both
the state and federal designations have become a
status symbol and tourism draw. Paddling and fishing

outfitters and local tourism boards all readily
tout the Wild River moniker in their adver-
tisements and endorsements. After 40 years,
the time has come to remember why the Wild

Rivers program came to be, and to extend the o

additional protections provided through the
designation to our remaining, truly wild rivers.

What Makes A River Wild

The primary goal of both the state and fed-
eral programs is the same: preserve free-flowing riv-
ers and streams. To that end, both programs preclude
new dams, limit development that intrudes on the
waterways, and requires careful management of ac-
tivities, such as forestry, that could impact scenic and
habitat values. A very significant difference, how-
ever, is that the federal program encourages public
acquisition of land along federally-designated Wild
and Scenic Rivers, allowing the selective use of con-
demnation where necessary. Land condemnations by
the National Park Service were very unpopular along
the Namekagon, and may explain why conservation-
ists have been reluctant to mention "wild river" of
any kind ever since. Wisconsin’s program recognizes
that public ownership along rivers is one of several
useful protective measures, but does not authorize
the use of condemnation for public acquisitions.
The State Wild Rivers designation is not intended to
chase riverside property owners off their land and
does not prevent home construction, but does require
maintaining the stream bank and bed in as natural a
condition as possible.

And Toto(gatic) Too?

In 2004, representatives of the Washburn County
Lakes and Rivers Association attending “Superior
Days” at the State Capitol raised the idea of designat-
ing the Totogatic River as the next State Wild River.
A tributary to the Namekagon River within the St.
Croix Wild and Scenic Riverway, the Totogatic flows
through five counties in northwest Wisconsin: Bay-
field, Sawyer, Washburn, Douglas and Burnett. More
recently, Friends of the Upper St. Croix Headwaters
and the Douglas County Association of Lakes and
Streams have proposed designating the headwaters
of the St. Croix River, the only segment left out of
the St. Croix Wild and Scenic Riverway, as a state
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Wild River as well. A substantial amount of land

bordering the Totogatic River and Upper St. Croix

Headwaters is in state and county ownership, but

there are also many privately owned properties

along both waterways.

Scott Peterson, President of the Friends of the
Upper St. Croix Headwaters, notes: “Local resi-
dents are the best long-term stewards of the river,
and it is important that they understand and take
ownership of this opportunity to gain the Wild
River protective designation.” Scott and his group
have been working with local property owners,
including Douglas County, to build an under-
standing of the benefits of the designation. Along
the Totogatic, Cathie Erickson of the Washburn
County Lakes and Rivers Association and John
Haack of the University of Wisconsin Extension
have likewise been working with property owners
and the five counties traversed by the river. Both
efforts began locally, a key to growing community
support.

The Governor and the Department of Natu-
ral Resources have committed to work with both
communities to select the river segments most
appropriate for designation. Senator Robert Jauch
and Representative Frank Boyle, whose districts
include both rivers, will hold public listening
sessions this fall and have committed to support
legislation to complete the Wild River designation
process. As Kathy Bartilson, DNR Basin Supervi-
sor in Spooner so eloquently states: “The principle
of bipartisan support for protection of our riverine
crown jewels is as important today as it was 40
years ago.” We have high hopes our current Leg-
islature will recognize the wisdom of preserving
some of our wildest rivers just for their wildness,
and will join us in celebrating the anniversary of
Wild Rivers with decisive action next spring.

Rivers
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Acting Locally

Holding Hands and Hostile Takeovers

Can river protection groups "build community” if the community is divided about their purpose?

Jay Kreinitz

Local Group Assistance Program - Assistant Manager

ou would be hard-pressed to find someone
-! who advocates for dirty rivers or ugly, habi-
tat-destroying development. So, if everyone
agrees that protecting rivers is better than degrading

them, does that mean that everybody gets along?
Clearly not.

The paradox for many local river protection
groups is that though they need the support of
fellow community members to help protect the
river they are organized to defend, many of those
same community members see the group’s pres-
ence as a threat to property rights and economic
development. Conflict over conservation is not a
new phenomenon, of course, but it is a very real
struggle challenging many local watershed groups
the River Alliance works with — even threatening
the existence of a few of them.

Aldo Leopold was no stranger to such
conflicts. In A Sand County Almanac, Leopold sug-
gests that “the land ethic” must be the cornerstone
of conservation, starting with how we think of
“community”:

“All ethics so far evolved rest upon a single
premise: that the individual is a member of
a community of interdependent parts. His
instincts prompt him to compete for his place
in the community, but his ethics prompt him
also to co-operate (perhaps in order that
there may be a place to compete for).

“In short, a land ethic changes the role of
Homo sapiens from conqueror of the land-
community to plain member and citizen of
it. It implies respect for his fellow-members,
and also respect for the community as such.”

Early Misperceptions Hard to Overcome

There are many local groups who embody Leo-
pold’s land ethic and attempt to build community
while conserving land and water. But sometimes
Leopold’s lofty notions collide head-on with local
politics, personality conflicts and conflicting values
and visions.

“We’re a quiet group,” says Jean Brown of
the Ahnapee River Watershed Alliance. “People
used to fear that we were a group of radical

environmentalists. We work with the local high
school and host a river cleanup every spring. When
people finally figured out we weren’t bad, they
stopped monitoring our meetings.” Jean and her
group are not
unusual in the
fact that some
uninformed com-
munity members
are suspicious
and fearful of lo-
cal conservation
groups.

Small town
grassroots com-
munity conserva-
tion is the kind of
work that takes
years and years
of commitment to
make good prog-

for better environ-
mental protections
in small communi-
ties often initially
draws out fear and
negativity. Small towns fear change, and local conser-
vation groups can be perceived as unusual. Ironically,
these local groups fear change too. They fear the loss
of clean rivers, open land, and healthy ecosystems
that have been part of community life throughout
history. This is where the work needs to focus its
energy, where seemingly opposing groups meet.

Aldo Leopold

Beth Bettenhausen, of the Rusk County Waters
Alliance (RCWA), has been working for years to cre-
ate positive inroads in her community -and it hasn’t
been easy. “People felt threatened that the RCWA
would lobby so people couldn’t do anything on their
land. They feared unreasonable restrictions.” Beth
and others have worked to be both non-political and
educational in nature regarding the group’s official
work. “The harder people worked against us, the
more it motivated us to become stronger and to do
good public relations.” Dedicated to putting out their
message in the local paper, brochures, and public
events, “things are getting better.”
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Some groups, as strange as it may seem, even
have to worry about “hostile takeovers” by opposi-
tion groups. Last year, the South Fork Flambeau
Association battled for their organizational exis-
tence. During their first organizational election, a
group of misinformed property owners attempted
to elect a board of property rights/anti-environ-
mental candidates to replace the moderate interim
board. This would have rendered the group inef-
fective as a river advocacy organization. Thanks
to support from other conservation groups in the
region, including River Alliance members and staff,
the South Fork Flambeau River Watershed Associa-
tion successfully out-voted the opposition. Bylaws
are now in place that will safeguard against hostile
takeover, and the group will focus on making their
organization stronger and more effective. And a lot
more fun!

Gail Gilson Pierce, the River Alliance’s North-
ern Rivers Advocate, agrees with a foundational
pillar of Aldo Leopold’s land ethic —respect. “Local
groups need to work with their local officials and
their neighbors. Often issues are polarized with
20% of the community being on one side and 20%
being on another. Problem is, that leaves a 60%
majority in the middle that usually value environ-
mental protections, but are afraid to speak out.”

This is where the River Alliance of Wisconsin
can be particularly useful, and is willing to offer
support. “We could help mediate and provide a
safe atmosphere where people can talk to each other
without fear of ridicule,” says Gail.

Gail will offer her services to mediate with
local stakeholders. Her 25 years as environmental
educator and group facilitator has taught her how
to create an atmosphere where all perspectives can
be seen as having equal value. This is where issue
resolution can take place. Ideally, working in this
way can lead people towards informed decisions to
protect our environment and our community rela-
tions.

“I believe that much of the anger that can comes
up around local conservation issues is a result of
differing values,” Gail says. “Every user group
values the resource, but it is how they choose to live
on the land that is different.”

Dams Program

REMOVED!

Spitzer Dams, Millhome Creek, Manitowoc County

Helen Sarakinos
Dams Program Manager

‘ ’ 4 ith the help of the Wisconsin Costal Man-

agement Program, River Alliance, DNR,

Manitowoc County Parks Department

and Trout Unlimited, the headwaters of a coldwater
stream are breathing a little more freely today. In
late August, DNR work crews removed the remains
of several dams and concrete raceways from the
headwater springs that feed Millhome Creek, a
tributary of the Sheboygan River.

The restoration work (removal of several small
dams and concrete remnants and the narrowing
and re-meandering of channels) is taking place
entirely within Walla Hi County Park, a small jewel
in southern Manitowoc County surrounding a lush
floodplain forest and brook trout stream. The prop-
erty was purchased by Manitowoc County in the
1970s from a private owner who took advantage of
the spring-rich area to build a fish hatchery, encap-
sulating springs and channelizing streams in the
process. After the County purchased the park, they
worked with DNR to remove some of the concrete
channels and renaturalize the streams in the park
with the help of the Wisconsin Conservation Corps
and a little bit of dynamite. The work was never
completed and the site remained unchanged until the
River Alliance contacted the County in 2003 about
removing the remaining dams in the park through
our Lake Michigan Dams Prioritization project. “I
think it’s just wonderful,” says Mike Demske, direc-
tor of Manitowoc County Parks Department, about
the restoration and dam removals. “We certainly
could not have done it without River Alliance’s as-
sistance. County budgets have been cut all over the
place. The Parks budget has been cut every year for
the last five years.” The restoration project is esti-
mated to cost about $50,000 and funding will come
from the Wisconsin Coastal Management Program
and from the Department of Natural Resources. The
Lakeshore Chapter of Trout Unlimited will provide
volunteer labor.

MOU should be DOA

The St. Croix Falls Dam, owned by Northern
States Power/Xcel is a 24 megawatt hydropower
dam located on the St. Croix River, a National Wild
and Scenic River. The St. Croix River downstream
of the dam is home to 39 state and federally listed

species, among them
the winged maple-
leaf mussel. The last
global population of
this critically endan-
gered animal lives just
downstream of the
dam. A multi-agency
team drafted a recov-
ery plan for the mus-
sel, and one top recov-
ery recommendation
was to change dam
operation from the
current peaking mode
to a more ecologically
benign run-of-river
flow mode. This dam
is also unique because it is not regulated by the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). DNR
believes it has the right to regulate this dam while
the utility disputes this. As the regulatory agency,

Photo: River Allince Staff

Spitzer Dam was no match for this backhoe - and restoration begins.

the DNR has the responsibility to protect these
endangered species, and has been “negotiating” with
the utility to establish protective flows since 1990.

Continues on page 9...

Hydro Watchdog

Denny Caneff

hat a difference a half inch makes. The
half inch in question is the width be-
tween the bars of a big underwater grate

that keeps debris, and living fish, from getting
sucked into the turbines of a hydro-electric dam.

Attending to these arcane details, but also
monitoring large-scale plans and designs for hydro
dams, is the rare and highly valued expertise that
Jim Fossum brings to the River Alliance. A retired
fish and wildlife biologist for the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, Jim is the River Alliance’s hydro
dam consultant. The organization is party to sev-
eral “settlement agreements” between conservation
groups and government agencies, and the utility
companies that own and operate the dams, and Jim
represents us in the negotiations.

Jim is a self-described “river rat” who grew up
on the Mississippi River. “I grew to love rivers,
and that’s what led me to my profession of river
ecology,” he said. “With the Fish and Wildlife
Service, I got to realize how profoundly dams af-
fect rivers and the fish in them, and I devoted my
career to doing all I could to improve things for
fish by getting them around dams. I’'m especially
proud of my participation in the Wilderness Shores
and Lower Chippewa settlement agreements, and
I’m glad to remain involved through the River Al-
liance to see these agreements through.”

These agreements are often conditions devel-
oped with the dam operators when their federal
license was up for renewal. For example, the River
Alliance was party to the so-called Wilderness

Continues on page 9...
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Fan of the Branch
Continues from cover...

New Home, New Home River

“Relationship” is the right word to use when
talking with John Roberts about rivers. His cumu-
lative wisdom and knowledge of and experience
with a river (even total immersion in it, in a non-
baptismal sense) comprise John’s sense of a river
— his relationship to it.

“It’s how I landed in Whitelaw after I moved
from Sturgeon Bay,” John recalls. “I was looking
for a community with a river, and I liked the way
the Branch
River wraps
itself around
the town.” It
wasn’t long be-
fore the Branch
became John’s
“home river.”

“The
Branch en-
deared itself to
me on my first
paddle. It was a
crisp spring day
and the water
was bubbly and
fast. It’s a de-
lightful river to
paddle, coming
off the Niagara
Escarpment and
passing through |8
some nice -
hemlock forests
on its way to
Manitowoc. It’s a corridor of beauty and wildness
in a very settled place.”

That Water Over There is a River
Because it flows through a lot of farmland,
it is also a very compromised stream. But John
insists poor water quality isn’t the Branch’s biggest
problem. In fact, he believes that river water qual-
ity generally may be a symptom of a much more
fundamental problem — that people don’t connect
to or understand rivers.

“‘Awareness’ of a river sounds simple, but it’s
very powerful and profound,” he observes, say-
ing you can’t improve or restore a river unless you
understand it, connect to it, engage with it. What
he found was benign neglect of a lovely river in an
area where people are focused on a body of water

that can’t help but grab your attention — Lake
Michigan.

Undaunted, John put out a mailing to people
in his community in the late 1990s about form-
ing a friends’ group for the Branch River. Just five
people came to that first gathering, but since then the
Friends
of the
Branch
River

has grown to be one of the most effective
local watershed organizations in the state, due very
much to John’s leadership and vision.

“We went forward without an issue,” John recalls.

“An issue that’s a catalyst often gets a group going,
but we didn’t have that. We didn’t want to be contro-
versial, but we wanted to find solutions in the com-
munity, to be well integrated, and to spread those
tendrils of interest throughout.

“I have to credit the River Alliance for being the
driving force why the Friends of the Branch has de-
veloped into a well-integrated community organiza-
tion,” he says. “There were trainings River Alliance
and Gathering Waters Conservancy offered that were
beneficial, and your Annual Dinner showed me how
to run a community-building event. Then we got
Diana Toledo’s assistance with strategic planning,
which really helped propel the organization.”
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The Kings of Crabbing

With his conviction that simple awareness was
the key to building the organization and ultimately
restoring the river, John and others developed activi-
ties to get people engaged in the Branch. And nothing
engages people in a river like wading in and pull-
ing out junk. Friends of the Branch have organized
several river
clean-ups.

On a recent
River Alliance
staff retreat
to the area,
John treated
River Alliance
staff members
to the very
same ‘“‘engage-
ment” with the
Branch that he
saw as impor-
tant for people
living in the
watershed.
And engage-
ment, in
| John’s hand,
| is not passive
.'i observation.

Though
we were
interested in
the Friends’
water quality
monitoring efforts, John took us a bit deeper — to the
historical and cultural threads that the river weaves
through this community. One biological thread — a
prolific invasive species known as the rusty crayfish
— had a cultural element to it, and we experienced
that “hand to mouth,” as it were.

Photos: River Alliance
Left: Roberts educates River Alliance staff on the history of the Branch River and its
watershed. Above: River Alliance staff learn the art of netting rusty crayfish - which made
for a tasty snack on the following day’s paddle.

Known by locals as “crabbing,” John showed us
the high art of corralling or snagging rusty crayfish
with nets, and the dexterity-demanding exercise of
cleaning them for eating. John and other friends
watched with amusement the carnage River Alliance
staff was wreaking upon these squirming critters,
then shooed us away so they could take over the
cleaning. We enjoyed the delectable critters the next
day after John prepared them in the traditional way
— boiled, with heavy doses of salt, caraway and dill.
They were surprisingly delicious, and we’d done the

Continues next page...

Continued from previous page...

river a favor by taking out a few hundred invasive
crayfish.

“The Friends of the Branch are the world’s most
accomplished experts on all aspects of crabbing,”
John boasts. “We’ll challenge anybody. And I’ve
learned that fundamental element of river group
success is to have fun and eat good food.”

Next, A Quest

The Friends of the Branch may be well beyond
the biggest challenge most small, volunteer-led
community organizations face — a ongoing sense of
purpose and how to achieve it. They’ve cleaned the
river, walked it, flown it, paddled it. They’ve moni-
tored the water for the vital signs of temperature,
flow and macro-invertebrates. They’ve surveyed
area residents for their opinions about the Branch.

“We have very intensely studied this river, and
now, whatever we do next, we want to go forward
with wisdom,” John says. “We want to do know
what will enhance the river through our works.”

John Roberts is clearly comfortable in the public
realm of community organizations (he also helped
found the Lakeshore Natural Resources Partner-
ship), but he’s totally comfortable, and probably
requires, being alone on the water too. He plans to
leave his home river and set out on a six-month pad-
dling journey that will take him into Lake Michigan
and over the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, with a
few rivers in between.

“It’s hard to describe what really will be a spiri-
tual journey.” John says, “But you have to explore
your passions, and understand them more than just
a dream or a desire and how they work into the deep
joys of your life. That’s what this quest is all about,
for me.”

New Passengers On Our Bus

Darren Bush

**Editor's Note: Darren Bush is co-owner of
Rutabaga, the Madison-based paddlesports shop
that annually hosts the CanoeCopia Paddlesport
Expo every year, the largest event of its kind in
the country. Rutabaga, and Darren, have been
extremely generous to the River Al-
liance over the years, and we asked
Darren recently what we could do
for him for a change. He said he’d
like to tell people why he supports
the River Alliance. Quite simply, it is
because, as he says, “I love all riv-
ers,” but one in particular... ...

I set foot in Wisconsin for the
very first time on April 20, 1984,
two days before my wedding
reception. Out west I met and fell
in love with a wonderful Wisconsin
native, but little did [ know I was marrying into
an ecosystem as well as a family. Having been
raised in a parched climate where there were
two seasons, green (short) and brown (long), I
was immediately struck by the transformational
power water has on a landscape. Ferns grew
spontaneously, lawns were green, sprinklers were
not running, and everything was lush. It’s all
because of water.

I love all rivers. Little streams, babbling
brooks, raging Class V torrents and broad, ex-
panses of water. If it’s wet, I love it. I have such
affection for every river I have ever crossed or
paddled or swam. I had it so bad that I used to
play in the storm drains in the California des-
ert town where [ grew up. A green, slimy trickle
of water in the bottom of a huge concrete canyon

On Being In Love With One River

was what flowed through the Los Angeles River
99% of the year.

I say that I love all rivers, but [ am in love
with just one river. We met back in 1986, the first
time [ drove to Spring Green to Amer-
ican Players Theater. As I drove down
Highway C, I saw a few glimpses of
beautiful water through the trees, and
I pulled into a turnout, slid down the
steep bank and stuck my hand in the
water. | watched the surface swirl and
mix as it ran up against a large sand-
stone cliff, covered with the smallest
ferns I’d ever seen. I was smitten.

Since then I have paddled the
Lower Wisconsin River dozens if not
hundreds of times. Simple day trips,

overnighters with my kids or friends,
a date with my wife, or sometimes a solo trip for a
few days just to spend some time with my river. It
is the place I feel most comfortable, the place I
find the most peace.

The love [ have for the Wisconsin River was
probably one of the forces that pushed me out of
the fairly deep and rutted academic track I was
on for over a decade. No one I know ever thought
I’d end up as a small business owner. I feel like
my work is a calling, not a job, and that part of
my calling is to protect all rivers to the best of our
ability. That is why Rutabaga supports the River
Alliance of Wisconsin. We are proud to be con-
tributors, because we love all rivers.

But I am in love with one river, and I always
will be.

River Alliance welcomes three new members to its Board of Directors

Every fall, the River Alliance invites new people
to its Board of Directors, and we are pleased to an-
nounce the candidacy of two capable and talented
river advocates: Jeff Weidman of Madison, and
Rick McMonagle, of Pierce County. Rick and Jeff
will be elected to the Board at the organization’s an-
nual meeting December 9.

Jeff is co-owner of Rutabaga, a paddlesport shop
and host of the country’s biggest silent water sports
expo, CanoeCopia. Jeff is a member of the Board

of Directors of the Outdoor Industry Association,
which he serves as secretary and chair of its member
services committee. “I care about the recreational
economy of this state, and that’s why I'm interested
in joining the board of the River Alliance.”

Rick McMonagle is former executive director of
the Kinnikinnic River Land Trust, based in western
Wisconsin. Previous to that, he was executive direc-
tor of Friends of the Mississippi, a St. Paul-based
river advocacy organization. The land trust received
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the River Alliance’s “Local Group River Champion
of the Decade” accolades in 2003, during Rick’s
tenure.

Another new member who joined the board this
summer is Cory Mason, government relations direc-
tor for AFT-Wisconsin, a labor union representing
state workers and educators. Cory fills a vacancy on
the board with the departure of Sean Dilweg.

We’ll provide meatier profiles (with memorable
photos) of the three men in our next newsletter.

Wisconsin Rivers
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Local Group Assistance Program

150 and Counting!

Watershed Groups Continue to Organize

REMOVED! continued from page 5...

Fourteen years later, the DNR is pursuing ally enforce this agreement, no requirements to

Diana Toledo
Local Group Assistance Program Manager

s we’ve described in recent articles, the num-
Aber of citizens interested in protecting their

local watersheds continues to grow. Since
2000, when the Local Groups Assistance Program
was created, nearly 35 new local watershed organiza-
tions have formed in Wisconsin, bringing the number
of groups working for watershed protection to over
150.

If you are interested in joining the two newest
groups, described below, please contact our staff and
we will connect you with the local organizers.

Friends of the Little Plover River

Although only 6 miles long from its headwaters
to its mouth at the Wisconsin River, the Little Plo-
ver River has recently become a “poster river” for
what many fear is a fate that awaits other Wisconsin
streams. This past August, a section of this stream
completely dried up, leaving local citizens wondering
what to do. Although the strong connection between
increasing groundwater withdrawals and diminished
stream flow in the Little Plover had been documented
by area scientists, the stark image of a dried up creek
bed galvanized local citizens to take action.

Friends of the Little Plover River is a new group
that quickly organized as a result of this tragic event.
With the assistance of the River Alliance’s Jay Krien-
itz, this small band of local advocates has been meet-
ing in recent weeks to organize and determine how
they can be most effective. For them, this effort is
essentially about protecting their local jewel. Barbara
Feltz, local riparian landowner and one of the group’s
founders, describes the Little Plover this way: “(It)

Photo: River Alliance

The Friends of the Little Plover River meet to discuss strategies. From back left—Jen Kingsley, Barbara Feltz, George Kraft
(advisor), Paul Bergman, Jake Macholl. From front left—Barbara Gifford, Jennifer Hurt, Jay Krienitz (River Alliance).

is a place of solitude, comfort, one of those places
where the soul can connect with nature and retreat
from the stresses of the world in which we live. It
hasn’t changed all that much over time. It is an entire
ecosystem that lives intertwined with middle class
suburbia. The Little Plover is just a beautiful as any
mountain stream, right here in the center of the prai-
rie heartland.”

Friends of the Platte River

“Our river needs help.” That realization, simple
and powerful, has motivated Tammy and Daniel Enz
to begin talking with their neighbors about organiz-
ing a river group around the Platte River in Grant

Save the Date(s)! River Conferences Coming Next April

The River Alliance and Friends of Wiscon-
sin State Parks will co-present Conservation
in Common- Actions and Strategies to Protect

Your Rivers, Parks and Trails next spring. If you
are interested in learning more about becoming
an effective river conservationist and want to
meet other land and river advocates, mark your
calendars for this fun training and community-
building event.

Conservation in Common will be held in two
different locations to facilitate participants’ travel:

Northern Conference: March 31-April 1 at
Holiday Acres, outside Rhinelander.

Southern Conference: April 28-29 at Kettle
Moraine State Park (northern unit), north of
West Bend.
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County. Last month a group of over 20 area residents
invited the River Alliance’s Diana Toledo to speak
about the role citizens can play in restoring their
local streams. The group was made up of residents
living along the mouth of the Platte River where it
joins the Mississippi. Water quality there is low, due
in large part to its location at the bottom of a large,
mostly agricultural, watershed.

In conversations with her neighbors, many of
them long-time residents, Tammy Enz heard “a
heart-breaking story... about the river. They were
eager to recall the river from a decade or more ago.
They spoke of deep clear waters that provided for
swimming and skiing, a river teeming with bass and
catfish. They bought and improved beautiful homes
and quaint cottages and hoped to pass on to their
children and grandchildren these breath-taking views
and relaxed recreation. Today they see the state of
the river and are filled with anguish.” She goes on to
describe the impacts of sedimentation on the quality
of this stretch of the Platte.

The Enzes and their neighbors are now in the
beginning stages of forming a river group, meeting
with staff of the DNR, the Army Corps of Engineers
and the county Land Conservation Department in an
effort to identify ways they can begin the process of
restoring their local stream.

change in dam operations through a voluntary mem-  monitor the flows beyond an initial test period, and

orandum of understanding (MOU) with the utility
in lieu of a flow order - a proper regulatory chan-
nel which has statutory authority and enforcement
mechanisms. The DNR states that the MOU will
fulfill the requirement of establishing a protective
flow for the mussels and other species. The River
Alliance, however, has deep concerns about this
extra-regulatory approach to dealing with protect-
ing the public trust. Specifically, we are concerned
about:

1) Enforcement Issues — While NSP/Xcel
voluntarily agrees to increase flows to more sustain-
able levels below the dam and to change operations
to run-of-river, the MOU is a voluntary agreement.
There are no provisions on how DNR would actu-

Three River Alliance staff members relax on a tour of the

Spitzer Dam site on Millhome Creek.
Photo: River Alliance

no consequences for the utility if it violates the
terms of the MOU.

2) Lack of public input process — the MOU
process undermines public input in an action that
affects public resources. This contract between
DNR and Xcel effectively cuts out the public.

These kinds of cozy, privately-negotiated con-
tracts between the state and regulated parties start
us down a slippery slope of working around state
regulations that exist to openly balance resource
use and resource protection. In a recent letter to
the DNR, the River Alliance stated that we must
“withhold support for the MOU and, if it is signed,
will consider further actions, including legal chal-
lenges, to see that the Department fulfills its duties
to protect the affected resources and upholds the
public trust.” We will keep you informed on further
developments with this important issue.

Hydro continued from page 5...

Shores Settlement Agreement, a 1996 pact (which Jim helped negotiate for
the federal government) that obliged WE Energies to change how they op-

erated their dams on the Menominee River and tributaries, including mak-

ing it possible for fish to pass up- and downstream through those dams.

Keeping fish out of a hydro dam’s turbines, and helping fish pass
through or it, are the most common concerns for river conservationists.
Fish need to migrate in order to spawn, and dams are no small obstacle.
Fish also get “entrained” (a euphemism for “mutilated’) in turbines.

And that brings us back to the half-inch. Jim is the River Alliance’s
observer and consultant on a fish passage plan for the Prairie du Sac hydro
dam on the Wisconsin River, operated by Alliant Energy. Last month,
officials from the utility, Wisconsin DNR, the Fish and Wildlife Service
and an engineering consulting firm met to figure out how to get fish safely
and effectively downstream through the dam. (The upstream passage is
trickier, but also under consideration.) But the negotiators got hung up on
the width of the bars on the grates over turbines (technically, “trash racks”)
because if the bars are too wide, fish will too easily get sucked into the
turbines. If they’re too narrow, the grates will slow down the passage of
water to the turbines, and require more maintenance.

“Figuring out these details is what these meetings are all about,” Jim
observed. “It’s fascinating, but it can be tedious.”

It may be several years before a lake sturgeon can make its way past
the Park Mill Dam on the Menominee River, or a shovelnose sturgeon
around the Prairie du Sac Dam. But without Jim Fossum’s skilled and
watchful eye, it would be much longer, and maybe never.
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Jim Fossum relaxing from meetings while helping to negotiate the Lower Chippewa River
Settlement Agreement. Red Cedar River near Menominee, WI 2000.
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Thank You!

The following represents donations from individuals, businesses and groups between June 1, 2005 — October 1, 2005. Thanks to everyone who
contributed. We regret we cannot list you all!

$1,000
Pat Juday
David Worth

$500 - $999
Thomas Miller
Worth Manufacturing Co.

$200 - $499

Todd Ambs

Janet and Crandell Bliss

Sherren Clark

James and Nancy Curtes

Mike Griffith

Martin and Esther Kellogg

John Roberts and Nancy Osterberg

$100 - $200

Albany International - Appleton Wire Division

Norman C.Anderson

Jim Arts and Helene Nelson

Badger Fly Fishers

Charles and Elizabeth Barnbhill

Scott Barnwell and Diana Toledo

Bear Paw Outdoor Adventure Resort

Robert Bechard

Eugene Bilich

Black River Outfitters, LLC

Stephen Born

Frank Brazelton

Willis Brown

Thomas and Carol Cantieri

Janet and Thomas Corcoran

Tim and Pam Corcoran

Lynne and Bob Diebel

Sabine Droste and Steve O’Neill

Jim and Kathleen Dyreby

Fred and Tracy Madison

Friends of Rowan Creek

Friends of the Branch River

Scott Froehlke

Ross Fugill

James and Barbara Furstenberg

Brad and Barbara Glass

Golden Sands Resource Conservation and
Development Council, Inc.

Vicki Gutierrez

Frank Harford

Nathan S Heffernan

Herbert H. Kohl Charities

R.Tod Highsmith

Susie and Greggar Isaksen

CharlesV James

Richard Kark, MD

Conrad and Marlam Karnish

Richard Knitter

Frank and Christine Koster

Stephen L Kozerowitz

William Kraus and Toni Sikes

James Kruyne

Glee Leet

Patty Lucas and Gregg Riemer

Bob and Kathy Martini

Cory Mason

Elizabeth and John Moore

James A. O’Brien

Lawrence Paplham

Philip and Patricia Leavenworth
Dan W Postelnick

Sand County Foundation

Bill and Ann Schultheis

Lynn Seifert

Robert and Patti Shears
Mitchell and Sharon Sheinkop
W. Stuart and Phoebe Parsons
Michael and Ann Swoboda
Token Creek Watershed Association
Valley Stewardship Network
Gail and William Van Haren
Charles and Evelyn Wanninger
Washburn Co. Lakes and Rivers Assoc.
Wendy Watson

Ewa and Mark Weir

Topf Wells

Winnebago Lakes Council, Inc.
John R Wiskerchen

David Worth

Joan and Peter Ziegler

$50 - $99

Joe Aliota

Ronald & Judy Backus

Jean Bahr

Frances Barnes

Jeff Bartynski, MD

Dwight Becker

Kenneth W Behling

Bellevue Cat Clinic

Ed Biddick

Black Earth Creek VVatershed Association
Barbara Borns

Muriel Brauer

Lynn Broaddus and Marc Gorelick
Michael Burke

Byron and Margaret Shaw
Stephen and Susan Carpenter
Hong-Mo Chen

Martha Christensen

Donald and Joann Clemens
Mary Ellen Close

Kristine Cloud

Glen Cochran

Robert G. Coplan

Nancy Counter

Jacqueline Covey

Sharon and John Croft

Greg Damberg and Julia Perpich
Randall Daut

Davis Taylor and Rebecca McDowell
Laura Degolier

John C Dixon

Pat Dugan

David Egger

Bob and Carol Elliker

David and Peg Engleson

Kari Esbensen

Gregg Ewert

Mike Fagan and Diem Nguyen
Peter Finch

Alan and Cynthia Finesilver
Dr.Thomas D. France

Craig and Kristine Freundlich
John Frey, Il

Barbara and James Gifford

Alice Godfrey

Philip Godkin

Charles | Gohs

Edward Gurka, Jr.

Kathryn Hagist-Yunk and Daniel Yunk
Marcia Halligan and Steve Adams
Lew and Lorraine Hanson

James H. Harris

Jim Hart

Michael Heffernan and Barbara Zellmer
Stephen Helbig

Laura Hewitt and Amy Sloane
Joseph E. Hind, Jr.

Jeffrey N Houser

Rodney Huebner and Michele Rose
Independent Insurance Services
Donald E. Jackson

Andy and Kristine Jacobson
Janet and Michael Kane

Mark Jeffries

Donald and Debra Jenny

Jon and Peggy Traver

Harold (Bud) Jordahl, Jr

Chuck and Ginny Jordan

Bruce Kestelman

Lee and Lori Kisling

Lane Kistler

Dorothy Klinefelter

Barb Kneer and Alice Holbrow
Kristina and John Harvey

Mr. Michael Kuhr

Yanchy and Wendy Lacska

Pam and Dennis Larsen

Jim Larson and Colleen Rosenfield
Joyce Larson

Karen Lemke and Randy Schukar
Leon Lindberg

Bruce F Lindgren

Kevin Mackey and Susan LeVine
Gordon M Malaise

Craig and Diane Mankowski
Tom and Michele Masters

Rev. Brendan McKeough

Dr. John Melski

Karen Mesmer and Dave Pfaff
Mr. Harry M. Meyer

Arliss Nelson

Larry D. Nelson

M. E. Nelson

Don and Kayleen Neumann

Fred Newmann & Carolyn Hegeler
Keith Oldham, MD

Rhonda O’Leary

Gary Oltmans and Lori Moss
Vince Overberg

Paul Slota and Nancy Thompson
Joy Perry

Peter and Sharon Peshek

Phil Johnsrud

Kathy Powell & Stephen Griswold
Carl Rasmussen

Yuri T. Ripeckyj

Ray and Helen Robinson

Doug Robinson

Rock River Canoe Association
Eric Roers

William Rudolph
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Janine Rueter

Michael SanDretto

Gail and Dan Shea

Bill and Audrey Sievert
Sisters of St. Mary

Jeffrey Smith and Kathy O’Connor
James Smith

Peter and Mary Sobol

Leon B Solberg

Jane Spear

David Statz

Richard and Victoria Stauber
Michel and Catherine Sultan
Jim and Karen Traut

James Van Deurzen

Martin and Karen Voss
William and Sonja Wanamaker
Denny Wandtke

Warren and Dorothy Phinney
Richard and Loni Weber
Renee Weber

Robert E.Wehausen
Ernestine Whitman

Eric Wilcots

Margaret Williams

Pat and Bobbie Wilson

Mark Winkler

We welcome our new
members joining us since
6/1/05. Thank you!

Gerald Albertz

R.Jayne and Eva L.Anderson
Juliane Anderson
Audiology Hearing Clinic
Ronald & Judy Backus
Barbara Barker

Dwight Becker

Sherry Behnken

Dr. Gisela Benda

Charles Benedict

Arthur Bernhardt & Barbara MacNaughton-
Bernhardt

Marilu Bintz

Lawrence Birdsong

Jane E Bjorklund

Black River Outfitters, LLC
John Bobrowich

Gloria Bocaner

Krystyn A Bolan

Roger Borchardt

Barbara Borns

Peter Brazon

Betsy Bricker

Dennis and Elaine Briley
Earl Brimeyer

Waltraud Brinkmann
Daniel Brosnan

David Brueggemann

David Brumm

Michael Burke

Roger Bury

Dominick and Mary Ann Calabresa
Patricia Carroll

Donna Christensen
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Donor thanks continues...

Martha Christensen

B Clark and K Maginot
Glen Cochran

Beverly Cody

Sydney Cohen

Judy Coleman

Roy F Conant

Richard and Patricia Conner
Janeen Cooper

Janet and Thomas Corcoran
Carlton Counard

Dan Counselman

Jacqueline Covey

Robert Craig

Janet Crossley

Virginia Crowell

William Cutting

John Czechan

Greg Damberg and Julia Perpich
Randall Daut

Daniel Deetz and Rebecca Haack-Deetz

Daniel and Eileen Dethorne
Jack Dewitt

Lucy Diambri

June Dobberpuhl

Dennis & Daryl Donath
Bryan and Althea Dotzour
William and Kristen Doyle
Sandra Druba

Pat Dugan

Doug Duren

Charles and Olive Elmlinger
Gary Engel

Bev Engstrom

Kristine Euclide and Douglas Steege
Gregg Ewert

Laura Fischer Guex

Ken Forbeck

Lois Fritsch

Janet Froelich

Gerhardt Getzin and Margaret Getzin
Glenn and Priscilla Johnson
Philip Godkin

Jerome Graczyk

Todd Graczykowski

Michael Gray

Matthew Gribas

Bryan G Gritt

Wendy Haag

Dick Hale

Eric and Mary J. Hamburg
Ed Hammer

Rickey Hancock

David Hanneman

Kristina and John Harvey
Paul and Grace Hauser
Brian Hayman

Jeff Hertel

William Hester

Mr. C. Hugh Hickey, M.D.
Jeffrey Hicks

R.Tod Highsmith

Joseph E. Hind, Jr.

Marian Holton-Mannuel
James Hoppe & Jane Penner Hoppe
Bob Howe & Gloria Jean Siegel-Howe
Jack Howe

Don Howell

Christian | Hubertz
Norman C. Huth

George and Marsha Jacklin
Russell Jensen

Virginia Jensen

Jerome Jeske

Donald R. Johanning

Janet and Michael Kane
Doris ] Karlman

Sue Kartman

Carol Kean

Joel Kellum

Bruce Kestelman

Elizabeth Kimbrough and Shawn McDonald
Mary Kingsbury

Stephen Kirkwood

Mark J. Klaiber

Dodd & Nancy Knutsen
Rev. Michael Koch

Merna Koeller

Clarence & Loretta Kozlowski
John Kraft

Brad Krause

Caryn Kuehl

Mr. Michael Kuhr

Daniel Kuzlik

Jeff Lange & Eileen Marsh
Harlan and Daun Larson
Connie S Larson

Joyce Larson

| \ You, too, can support Wisconsin’s rivers!

st

0 $500 0 $250

Name

Please sign me up as a member of the River Alliance.

0 $100 0 $50 o$ _

o $100 - Organizational membership

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone

Visa MC -

0 | am paying by credit card!

River or County of interest:

L. M. Laurenzi

Tim Lechmaier

Harlan Ledding

Mr. Kai Li

Linda and Earl Meyer
Leon Lindberg

Jakob Loewenberg

Louis and Jane C. Maher
Norris Love

Beverly Mach

Jennifer Martin

Cory Mason

Kel Mattice and John Barnes D.V.M
Jack Mattison

Gail Matzdorf

Joseph McKillips

Ellen McLaughlin-Harford
Lorelei McNown

James Melville

Matt Mendenhall

Mr. Harry M. Meyer

John F Meyer

J Lucas and D. Midland
James Millard

Emily Miller and Joseph Grande
Joanna | Miller

Linda Miller

Milton Senior Living
Timm Missbach

Julie Mitchell

Pamela Moore

Timothy Mueller

Diane and James Mullen
Polly Munn

George Murphy

Peter Muto

Isaak Nadeau

Arliss Nelson

Larry D. Nelson

M. E. Nelson

Ted Ness

Fred Noack

George Nootens

J. Jim Nordquist, O.D.
James A. O’Brien

Tim O’Brien

Wayne W Oleson

Bern Paddock & Carol Crisp
Kevin Pepin and Veronica Taylor-Pepin
Joy Perry

Thanks to our
Generous Funders!

I
I
I
[ The Beldon Fund
| The Brico Fund
| Environmental Protection Agency
ropower Reform Coalition
I Hydrop Reform Coaliti
I The Joyce Foundation
I The Lux Foundation
The McKnight Foundation
| Charles Stewart Mott Foundation
I Steve J. Miller Foundation
I Norcross Foundation
I Patagonia
| River Network
| State of Wisconsin
| | Wisconsin Coastal Management Program

Ben Peters

Lori and Michael Peterson
Philip and Patricia Leavenworth
Warren and Dorothy Phinney
Peter Pierce

Joan & Ricky Plumley

Charles E. Possin

Susan M Prentice

Helen Proffit

Donald F. Purcell

Laura ] Reger

Eric Roers

Jane Rowe and Carol Berglund
Kevin Rowland

Ruth Royt

Gary Ruesch

Maralee Savage

Nancy Scharfe

Lawrence Schirmer

Gerald ] Schmidt

Martha Schmitt

Ms. Maurita Schnoor

Barbara and Richard Schramm, M.D.
Paula Schulze

John Schwarzmann

Marian Seagren-Hall
Marguerite Seflow

Rachel Seltzer

Joseph Shaffer

Stephanie Shong and Kevin Short
Sisters of St. Dominic Unit No. | 151
Mary Skinner

Paul Slota and Nancy Thompson
Jane Spear

Kurt and Susan Sroka

David Statz

Miriam and John Steinke

Jana Stewart

Jeane M Stites

Don Stoffels

Diane Stone

Frank Straka and Donna Shulze-Straka

Marvin ] Strauch, Jr.

Suzanne and Eamon Ridgeway
Richard Svanda

Bridget Swanke

Marianne Tamminen

Davis Taylor and Rebecca McDowell
Fred Teitgen

Jocelyn and Clarence Thistle
John and Margaret Thomas
Ollie Torgerson

Jon and Peggy Traver

Gordon and Beverly Underwood
James Van Deurzen

Gerald L.Vigdal

Brook Waalen

Marion Wagner

Annette Waitzman

Diane and Ed Walker

Denny Wandtke

Walter and Sarah Washburn
Joyce K Watson

Barbara Weber

Charles Webster

Stephen ] Weddle, DDS
Theresa Werner

Ernestine Whitman

Eric Wilcots

Margaret Williams

Rebecca Williams

Winnebago Lakes Council, Inc.
Mary Wysocki

C.J. Zimprich
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Hurry! This extraordinary
experience is limited to
14 persons!

To register: Call Debbie Sturdivant, our tour coordinator
at Holbrook Travel, at (866) 748-6146 and request regis-
tration materials. Or visit Attp.//www.holbrooktours.com/
RiverAllianceCR2006 and download an enrollment form
directly. Completed enrollment forms should be mailed
to Holbrook Travel, 3540 NW 13 Street, Gainesville, FL
32609.

Tour Cost Per Person: $2295 (does NOT include airfare).

Based on 10-12 persons, double occupancy. Rate is based
on double occupancy with a minimum of 12 participants;

with 14 participants the price will be $2195. Single rooms
available for an additional supplement of $325.

Program Includes: all in-country transportation, accom-
modations, an expert guide, meals and activities as stated
in the itinerary. A $150 donation for the River Alliance of

Wisconsin is included, in addition to $50 per person which

will be pooled to directly support Costa Rica conservation
efforts on site.

Program does not include: international airfare, addition-

al activities, beverages, gratuities, and the $26.00 Costa

Rica airport departure tax. Estimated airfare from Madison

is $775.

o

The expedition cost is $2,295/person and includes all lodging (based on

double occupancy), all but two meals, private ground transportation, a pro-

Airfare is not included.

_osta Ru:an RIVBI’S

fessional naturalist guide (assigned exclusively to our group), guest lectures
and special activities. The trip cost includes a $150 tax-deductible donation
to the River Alliance of Wisconsin and a $50 tax-deductible contribution to

a Costa Rican conservation organization (to be determined by the group).

Note: There is a 25-pound luggage weight limit, plus
carry-on, as space is limited on the boats.

Payment: In order to secure your space on the trip, a
$200 deposit and completed enrollment form is required
no later than 120 days before departure (November 18,
2005). This deposit is refundable until 75 days before
departure with the exclusion of a $100 cancellation fee.
Final payment is due 75 days prior, on or before January
2, 2006. Within 75 days moneys are non-refundable.
Trip cancellation insurance is strongly recommended.
For more information about insurance coverage, see
http://www.travelinsured.com. Holbrook’s Agency
number is 15849.




