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High priority AIS present in 
Lower Wisconsin River basin

What is it?
Japanese hops is a herbaceous annual, twining, shallow-
rooted vine that can climb to heights of ten or more 
feet with the help of rough-textured stems covered with 
short, sharp, downward pointing prickles that can be very 
irritating to the skin.  Its leaves typically have 5-7 lobes.  

Japanese hops may be confused with the common hop 
(which looks like Japanese hops but is usually 3-lobed or 
unlobed) and native bur cucumber (which lacks prickles, 
has tendrils, and the leaves have much less-pronounced 
lobes). 

Where is it?
Japanese hops have been observed in floodplains, 
stream corridors, pastures, and on roadsides in Missouri, 
Illinois, Michigan, southern Indiana, Ohio, and Wisconsin, 
southeastern Minnesota, and southern Canada.  It is 
widespread in the Grant and Platte rivers (tributaries to 
the Upper Mississippi River) in Grant County, Wisconsin.  
It was recently discovered in the Blue River watershed (a 
tributary to the Lower Wisconsin River) in Grant County, 
WI, and Copper Creek, a tributary to the Mississippi River.

How does it spread? 
Japanese hops seeds are dispersed by animals, wind, 
and water.  It appears that flowing water is the primary 
dispersal mechanism along rivers.  Anecdotal evidence 
in the Blue River watershed (specifically Pleasant Valley 
Creek) suggests that mowing or baling equipment and 
bales transported for feed may be responsible for its 
spread between watersheds.

Why do we care?
The vines grow rapidly during the summer, climbing 
up and over everything in their path and can form 
dense mats several feet deep, blocking light to plants 
underneath.  Hop vines also twine around shrubs and 
trees, causing them to break or fall over.  It also displaces 
native vegetation and prevents the emergence of new 
plants. 

Japanese hops are noxious due to its short prickly hairs 
on the stems and leaves.  It is unpleasant to walk through 
and can scrape and cut unprotected skin.  Its pollen 
has been known as one of the important causes of hay 
fever and allergies in other countries where it is better 
established.  

What can we do?
Educating owners and managers of property infested 
with Japanese hops is important in the prevention of 
the spread.  Early detection of small isolated patches 
that may be treated prior to the seeds being spread 
downstream may help to contain the spread.  It is likely 
that hops are more widespread than we know, though 
increased monitoring is necessary.   

Hops seeds are viable for three years.  Therefore, 
control is feasible; however, it will take multiple years 
to accomplish.  Chemical and manual treatments are 
possible. 
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Wisconsin law requires you to:
•	Inspect  boats, trailers, and 

equipment.
•	Remove	all	attached	aquatic	

plants and animals.
•	Drain all water from boats, 

vehicles	and	equipment.
•	Never move	plants	or	live	fish	

away from a waterbody.

STOP AQUATIC HITCHHIKERS!

If you suspect that you have found an invasive species call 
1-888-WDNR-INFO (1-888-936-7463) to report it.

http://dnr.wi.gov/invasives/largeimage.asp?img=/invasives/images/DistMaps/Humulus_japonicus.jpg&common=Japanese%20hops%20&scientific=Humulus%20japonicus

	Asian clam
	Black carp 
	Brazilian waterweed 
	Didymo/rock snot
	Faucet snail 

