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Volunteers and experts agree: social media is the most useful tool for event promotion. You

can reach a wider audience with Facebook, Twitter and Instagram posts, along with email

updates and e-newsletter content. River Alliance provides the tools and guidance that have

led past participants to successful - and well attended - Snapshot Day events. The Social

Media & Outreach Toolkit contains examples and easy-to-post content, which can be

tailored to your needs. Templates in the Copy & Paste Crib Sheet section (pages 6-9) are

ready for your use!
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FACEBOOK, TWITTER, & INSTAGRAM 

PROMOTING THE PROGRAM

Resources available for Site Leaders in the Box (https://tinyurl.com/SnapshotDay2019) include:

 

 

 

 

The Social Media Toolkit and related items can also be found at:

Personalized recruitment flyers w/ your logo

"Save the Date" postcard templates

AIS Materials and handouts

Posting regularly will help boost awareness and registration for your Snapshot Day events.

Some recommendations for posts:

 

 

 

 

 

 

Event reminders with links to the registration page

Share posts / videos from River Alliance

Post photos from previous Snapshot Days, if you have hosted before

Share images and facts about aquatic invasive species in Wisconsin

Post information and/or request about needed items + images of tools

Use the Snapshot Day Hashtag in posts (#SnapshotDay2019)

Have fun and be creative!

https://www.wisconsinrivers.org/snapshot-day-resources/

River Alliance Snapshot Day 2019 Event website:

     https://www.wisconsinrivers.org/snapshot-day/

Snapshot Day 2019 Facebook event page:

https://www.facebook.com/events/349342162367400/

Registration - Snapshot Day 2019 Eventbrite Page:  http://bit.ly/snapshot2019
 

Press release templates

Snapshot Day & Partner Logos

Social Media Toolkit PDF

Links to share with volunteers:

 

At minimum, please plan a combination of 5 messages leading up to the event, e.g.,  

2 Facebook Posts, 2 Emails, and a press release to local media.



REGISTRATION & CREATING A FACEBOOK EVENT PAGE

There are several options to promote Snapshot Day on Facebook, whether you create your own

page or join as a co-host on the River Alliance page.  

 

We remind you that registration needs to be completed on the River Alliance Eventbrite website

- our Facebook event links to the Eventbrite page, and we ask that you share the Eventbrite link

as much as possible.
 

How to:

1.   Become a co-host and invite people to the event. This is simple – let us know if you are

interested and we will send you an invitation to co-host the River Alliance event. All you have to

do is accept the invite and the event will show up on your page. Then you can invite and share

as often as you like.

 

2.   Indicate you are attending and share the link on your personal Facebook pages. When

applicable, you can choose the option to “invite friends” who may be interested from this button

on the event page:

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3.   Create your own Facebook Event page.  Creating your own page with information

specific to your event and sites is a great way to promote and update your volunteers.

Once you have added your content, go to edit your page:

Then add a ticketing option and insert the River Alliance Eventbrite page link:



PRESS RELEASES & RADIO SPOTS

Don't forget traditional media! River Alliance will submit a general Snapshot Day press release,

as well a radio spot(s) promoting the event in the months leading up to Snapshot Day. We

recommend adding to these efforts by utilizing local connections and resources to promote

your events. Reach out to newspapers or public radio stations to spread the word. Some media

outlets may even express interest in attending your event and interviewing you and your

volunteers! 

 

A press release template can be found in the Copy and Paste Crib Sheet on page 8. This can

be modified to your event and submitted to your local newspaper. An example of a radio spot

for the 2018 Snapshot Day is also shared.

 

When possible, River Alliance will assist groups needing extra assistance with volunteer

recruitment with targeted press releases and radio spots in their region. Contact River Alliance

for more information. 

 



COPY & PASTE CRIB SHEET

FACEBOOK POSTS
Post # 1:

Help protect Wisconsin’s waters! Join 200+ water enthusiasts at one of 20+ Training Sites

around the state for Snapshot Day, a statewide search for aquatic invasive species presented

by River Alliance of Wisconsin. Learn more and register today!

https://www.facebook.com/events/349342162367400/ #SnapshotDay2019

 

Post # 2:

Have some summer fun while protecting Wisconsin’s waters from aquatic invasive species.  On

August 17th, join 200+ water enthusiasts at one of 20+ Training Sites around Wisconsin for the

6th annual Snapshot Day presented by River Alliance of Wisconsin. Learn more and register

today! https://www.facebook.com/events/349342162367400/ #SnapshotDay2019

 

Post # 3:

Interested in hands-on ways you can help protect Wisconsin’s waters? On August 17th, join

200+ on shorelines across Wisconsin for this year’s Snapshot Day presented by River Alliance of

Wisconsin. Learn more and register today!

https://www.facebook.com/events/349342162367400/ #SnapshotDay2019

 

TWEETS
Tweet 1:

Fun, hands-on citizen science event! Join us for our Statewide Snapshot Day on 8/17 and

search for aquatic invasive species near you! https://youtu.be/91a2xPI1dJs. More info:

https://bit.ly/2K44PY3  #SnapshotDay2019

 

Tweet 2:

On 8/17 join 200+ water enthusiasts for Snapshot Day as we all scout for invasive species in

our local waterways. Learn more & register!  https://bit.ly/2K44PY3 #SnapshotDay2019

 

Tweet 3:

Volunteers needed! Interested in hands-on ways you can help protect Wisconsin’s waters?

Don't miss Snapshot Day presented by River Alliance of Wisconsin on 8/17

https://bit.ly/2K44PY3 #SnapshotDay2019

 

 



CONTENT EXAMPLE FOR E-NEWSLETTER, PRINT NEWSLETTER, ETC.
 

Title:

Can you attend on 8/17?

 

Body:

Interested in protecting Wisconsin’s waters? We need your help to prevent the spread of

Aquatic Invasive Species.

 

You won’t want to miss the 6th annual Snapshot Day hosted by River Alliance of Wisconsin in

partnership with UW Extension's Citizen Lake Monitoring Network and WI Department of

Natural Resources.

On Saturday, August 17th join 200+ volunteers, water lovers, and local groups on a fun, hands-

on search for aquatic invasive species (AIS). You can help protect Wisconsin's rivers and lakes

from exotic plants and animals that negatively impact habitat, wildlife, recreation and health.

Learn more & register today! https://bit.ly/2K44PY3

 

 

RADIO SPOT EXAMPLE
 

Retired? Have kids interested in nature and science? Home from college for the summer? Sign

up to volunteer on August 17th to help search your local waterways for harmful aquatic invasive

species. Attend the 6th annual Snapshot Day to check designated waterways for signs of

harmful invasive species! Information collected by volunteers will be provided to the Wisconsin

Department of Natural Resources to support further monitoring and response efforts. Snapshot

Day is a collaboration between River Alliance of Wisconsin, UW Extension’s Citizen Lake

Monitoring Network, the Wisconsin DNR and more than 21 local partners. By taking part, you’re

helping to protect the health of Wisconsin’s waters for everyone to enjoy!

 

Please join us on August 17th from 8:30 am to 1:00 pm for this fascinating search for invasive

species at SITE NAME, or other sites across the state. You’ll meet great people and learn new

things! This is a free event and training is provided, but please register by August 2nd at:

www.wisconsinrivers.org/events.

 



PRESS RELEASE TEMPLATE
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

[DATE]

 

For more information:

[NAME, TITLE]

[ORGANIZATION]

[EMAIL]

[PHONE]

 

[CITY/COUNTY] residents invited to help search Wisconsin’s waters for invasive

species on August 17th
 

[CITY, STATE]– Water lovers of all ages are invited to join [YOUR ORGANIZATION] on a search for aquatic invasive

species (AIS), August 17th, 2019 at [TRAINING SITE]. This fun, hands-on effort, known as Snapshot Day, relies on

participants to monitor streams and lakes at designated sites across the state, for signs of non-native plants and

animals that pose risks to Wisconsin waterways and wildlife.

 

Coordinated by River Alliance of Wisconsin, in partnership with UW Extension’s Citizen Lake Monitoring Network,

the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, Snapshot Day is entering its’ 6th successful year. Information

collected will be provided to the WI DNR to inform and guide monitoring and response efforts. Volunteers are key

to the success of the event.

 

“More and more people want to know how they can help protect the local lakes, rivers and streams they love.

Snapshot Day makes taking action a fun, efficient and community-building event,” explained Natalie Dutack, AIS

Watershed Groups Manager at River Alliance of Wisconsin. “We’ve seen nature lovers, paddlers and anglers take

part. We’ve also had families, troops of Scouts, and retirees come out. Everyone enjoys the hands-on opportunity

to learn more about the waters near them, and by providing a venue and some training we can help them

become stewards of their waters”, Dutack continued.

 

[QUOTE FROM YOUR ORGANIZATION. CONTENT IDEAS: WHY YOU PARTICIPATE, WHY AIS MONITORING IS

IMPORTANT, POSITIVE EXAMPLES OR EXPERIENCES FROM PREVIOUS EVENTS, HOW VOLUNTEERS HELP PREVENT

THE SPREAD, ETC. EXAMPLE FROM 2018:

In Polk County, the St. Croix River Association (SCRA) is gearing up for their 5th year hosting this event. 

“Snapshot Day is a great opportunity for community members to get out and work together to check our streams

and rivers for potentially harmful invasive species. Last year, we found an Asian clam the furthest north it’s been

documented in the St. Croix. Understanding where these species are is invaluable to resource managers–and

understanding what is out there and why it could be harmful is invaluable to our communities,” shared Angelique

Dahlberg, Invasive Species Program Lead at SCRA stated.]

 

This will be [YOUR ORGANIZATION] [___] time hosting Snapshot Day. They join a larger network of over 20

conservation organizations helping to prevent the spread of invasive species across Wisconsin. Nearly 200

volunteers are expected to join the search for invasive species, which will include escaped or intentionally

released water garden and aquarium species that can choke out rivers and streams and impair vital habitat for

native wildlife.



Coordination of this event is made possible with generous support from the Wisconsin Department of Natural

Resources through an Aquatic Invasive Species Education, Planning and Prevention grant.

 

EVENT DETAILS:

 

Saturday, August 17th

8:30am-1pm

[TRAINING SITE NAME & ADDRESS]

 

Following a brief identification training, volunteers will disperse to collect samples at critical monitoring sites, then

reconvene to report what they found and celebrate a great time outdoors!

 

No experience is necessary and training is provided. This is a free event. Recommended for ages 8 and up, minors

must be accompanied by an adult.

 

REGISTRATION:

Register and see all event details at: https://www.wisconsinrivers.org/get-involved/events-home/

 

Advance registration is requested by August 2nd to help Site Leaders build monitoring plans, but will remain open

until August 15th.

 

About [Your Organization]:

[SUMMARY RE: YOUR GROUPS WORK/HISTORY]

 

 

About the River Alliance of Wisconsin:

Formed in 1993, River Alliance of Wisconsin is a statewide nonprofit, non-partisan advocacy organization that

empowers people to protect and restore Wisconsin’s waters. The organization’s membership includes more than

1,500 individuals, businesses and local watershed groups. For more information, visit: www.wisconsinrivers.org

 

 

Project Partners:

Bayfield  County  Land  &  Water  Conservation  Department, Calumet  Groundwater  Guardians, Beaver Creek

Reserve, Conserve School, Fox-Wolf Watershed Alliance, Friends of Cherokee Marsh, Friends of the Manitowoc

River Watershed, Glacierland RC&D, Golden Sands RC&D, Lakeshore Natural Resources Partnership, Langlade

County, North  Lakeland  Discovery  Center, Oneida County Land & Water Conservation Department, Polk County

Land Conservation, St. Croix River Association, Timberland Invasives Partnership, University of Wisconsin Extension,

Vilas County Land and Water Conservation Dept., Washington County Land & Water Conservation, Waukesha

County Parks & Land Use, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, and more.

 

[PROVIDE 2-3 IMAGES OF AIS OR PHOTOS FROM YOUR PREVIOUS SNAPSHOT EVENTS: Via Google Drive

link or attached to your email to media.]

THANK YOU AGAIN FOR JOINING US ON SNAPSHOT DAY!
Have questions? Want to share ideas?  Need help? Contact AIS & Watershed Groups Manager Natalie Dutack at

608-257-2424 x111, or ndutack@wisconsinrivers.org


