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News and Updates From River Alliance Of Wisconsin

Dream up your next paddling trip 
with Paddle Wisconsin!
During these cold months, we invite you to take a moment to dream 
of warmer weather and plan for your next paddling adventure. We are 
pleased to present Paddle Wisconsin, a free, online interactive map that 
helps paddling beginners and experts explore rivers all over the state. 

The Paddle Wisconsin resource features options to search for a river by 
name or to enter an address to find nearby rivers to paddle. The clickable 
rivers on the online map display detailed trip reports, options for putting in 
and taking out boats, public boat landings, and information on navigability 
and difficulty.

Paddle Wisconsin’s trip information is sourced directly from Rick Kark’s 
Canoeing and Kayaking Guide to 309 Wisconsin Streams and also features 
links to trip reports from the popular website MilesPaddled.com. 

Explore Paddle Wisconsin today at:  

wisconsinrivers.org/paddlewi
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Share some river love!

 

 

 

Shop the online store at:

bonfire.com/store/riveralliance

 

Proceeds support

River Alliance of

Wisconsin.

Our new River Map Tee highlights the incredible flowing
network of rivers that make Wisconsin so special.
 

Give 'em for the holidays and get one for yourself, too.

More styles available!

 



River Alliance of 
Wisconsin empowers 

people to protect and 
restore water—in all its forms, for all 
of its functions, and for all who depend 
on it for life, livelihood, celebration and 
ceremony. 
For 26 years, River Alliance has been 
a trusted leader in the conservation 
community. Our strength comes from 
members like you. Together we have 
built a reputation as fierce and effective 
advocates for our waters. 
There are generational opportunities  
right now to advance our mission in new 
and exciting ways.  
Governor Evers declared 2019 the “Year of 
Clean Drinking Water,” while Speaker Vos 
convened a Water Quality Task Force to 
examine how Wisconsin can tackle some 
of our biggest issues. This Task Force 
held 13 public hearings around the state 
from May - September of 2019. 
Did you know that River Alliance staff and/
or members attended every Water Quality 
Task Force hearing? 
People from all walks of life testified. They 
told stories of fear, hardship, courage and 
creativity. For example, we heard from a 
couple in Nelsonville who can no longer 
retire in the town they’ve long called home 
because their water is contaminated 
by nitrates. (In fact, nitrates came up at 
every single hearing.) We also heard from 
the water protectors in Marinette who 
are fighting tooth and nail to block the 
Back Forty sulfide mine that threatens 

the Menominee River 
and the drinking 
water of hundreds of 
thousands. Farmers 
who practice a new 
brand of agriculture 
that centers water 
stewardship alongside 
economics testified, 
as well as county 
conservationists 
and members of 
farmer-led watershed 
councils. Hundreds of people spoke at 
the hearings, and more sent written 
comments to the Task Force. All of these 
people are united by their concern and 
care for our state’s waters.
This issue of WaterWays shares some 
tangible examples of how—with 
your help—we’re making progress 
toward clean water with creative and 
science-based solutions, lots of local and 
grassroots people power, and innovative 
partnerships.
For example, we’re thrilled to announce 
that River Alliance’s Clear Water Farms 
program to engage Wisconsin farms in 
water stewardship practices has reached 
a milestone. Miltrim Farms, a Marathon 
County dairy farm, has become the 
first farm in North America to achieve 
certification through the Alliance for 
Water Stewardship—the gold standard for 
international water stewardship.
On the topic of people power and aquatic 
invasive species, this year’s statewide 
Snapshot Day event to detect invasive 

species in our rivers and waterways 
attracted over 180 volunteers at more 
than 100 sites across Wisconsin. Check 
out Page 3 to learn about a very unique 
and important discovery made by this 
year’s volunteers.
In the coming year, we will continue to 
take on the ambitious task of setting 
priorities we demand decision makers 
embrace to keep our communities and 
waters safe. We are currently working 
toward the creation of what we’re calling 
the Wisconsin Water Agenda. This is 
an effort to chart a path to clean water 
that respects our heritage, protects the 
health of communities and ecosystems, 
and strengthens the state’s economy. 
Yes, this is a huge task; no organization 
that we’re aware of has tried to create 
a comprehensive “roadmap” to water 
stewardship. Please watch for more on 
the Wisconsin Water Agenda in the year 
ahead. It is key to mobilizing local leaders 
to push our state forward and YOU will be 
instrumental in this opportunity to make 
big changes for water in Wisconsin.

Creating the Roadmap to Change
By Raj Shukla

There’s no question that nitrate pollution 
from agriculture—washed by rain into ground 

and surface water—is a threat to safe drinking 
water. When consumed, nitrates inhibit our blood’s ability to 
carry oxygen. This is especially hazardous for young children. 
Across Wisconsin, about 42,000 private wells and 300 public 
water systems exceed safe levels of nitrates. This problem 
affects rural and urban populations alike, and was a major 
theme during the Speaker’s Water Quality Task Force hearings 
recently held across the state. The farm community repeatedly 
expressed a desire to do better.
But the question was inevitably, “OK, so how?” How can farmers 
practice water stewardship without going out of business during 
a washout season with low commodity prices?
River Alliance of Wisconsin is helping farmers answer this 
question by working directly with them on aggressive and 
documentable improvements to on-farm water management. 

The Clear Water 
Farms Program 
guides farmers 
and agricultural 
processors through 
certifying their 
operations on the 
rigorous Alliance for 
Water Stewardship’s 
International 
Standard. Think LEED 
certification for water 
management on a 
farm.
This fall, we have 
successfully certified 

Miltrim Farms, a large dairy in Marathon County, on the AWS 
Standard. They are the first farm in North America to achieve 
the certification. This is a big deal. Miltrim adopted significant 
new practice changes and a long-term management plan to 
minimize their impact on the Eau Pleine watershed. On top of 
reducing the amount of water their operation uses, they have 
adopted cover-cropping, 
pollinator habitat 
planting and minimum 
tillage practices that help 
keep nitrates from being 
washed off fields when it 
rains.
We hope Miltrim is just 
the beginning. The next 
step for Clear Water 
Farms is proving that 
this process can work 
for whole watersheds 
and supply chains. 
With a critical mass of 
participating farms in 
a single watershed, we will be able to assess the cumulative 
benefits for farms and the environment. Further, we’re taking 
a supply-chain based approach to seek certifications for 
agricultural products from the farm to the shelf. 
The scale of Wisconsin’s nitrate problem is daunting, but it’s 
correctable. We know which practice changes will make a 
difference, and we know, from the Task Force hearings and 
elsewhere, that farmers want to do better. Through Clear Water 
Farms, River Alliance is working to ensure that Wisconsin farms 
have a clear path to put their commitment to water stewardship 
into action.

Answering the “Ok, so how?” Question 
About Agricultural Water Pollution 
By Michael Tiboris

David Trimner and Tom Mueller of Miltrim Farms  
[River Alliance of WI photo]

Third-party auditors visit Miltrim Farms  
as part of the AWS Certification.  

[River Alliance of WI photo]



At this year’s Aquatic Invasive Species Snapshot Day a grand total of 186 
volunteers—guided by Site Leaders from 28 partner organizations—waded or 
trekked along the shorelines of waterbodies across Wisconsin. 
Completing its 6th successful year, Snapshot Day is a statewide initiative organized 
by River Alliance in coordination with the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources (WI DNR) and UW Extension. Each year community members help 
gather critical data on aquatic invasive species (AIS). Results are submitted to 
WI DNR for important prevention and management efforts. This early detection 
initiative is vital in identifying new invaders and monitoring the movements of 
existing invasive populations in rivers and lakes across Wisconsin. 
Every year on Snapshot Day, volunteers gather for training and then travel to their 
assigned sites for an “AIS scavenger hunt.” This immersive process of getting to 
know local waters by wading in and gathering AIS specimens creates a unique 
experience for volunteers; it changes the way participants look at a river or lake 
and builds a new connection to the waterway.
An enthusiastic volunteer shared, “[Since Snapshot Day] the kids have been 
snorkeling and searching at our favorite lakes and are identifying native versus 
invasive species!”
This year’s Snapshot Day teams scoured 166 monitoring sites, visiting 59 rivers/
streams, 69 lakes, and 5 wetlands! 
One big discovery for 2019 occured at the Waukesha Snapshot Day event when a 
volunteer found an unusual specimen in Pewaukee Lake. This discovery turned out 
to be Starry Stonewort, a harmful and prohibited invasive species (a submerged 
macro alga to be exact). Just days later the same volunteer found another Starry 
Stonewort specimen in Lower Nemahbin Lake.
This is a different kind of success story and one that demonstrates how important 
volunteers are to the protection of Wisconsin’s waters. While finding a prohibited 
species like Starry Stonewort may seem like bad news, this early detection allows 
for management and prevention efforts before a population can further establish. 
Another key example of volunteers making an impact resulted from last year’s 
Snapshot Day volunteers discovering a new population of New Zealand mudsnails 
in Brewery Creek near Cross Plains, WI. This discovery resulted in the installation 
of signage and Wader Wash Stations (for scrubbing muddy boots after angling) 
along Black Earth Creek and Brewery Creek. These tools allow water users to 
learn about and prevent the spread of New Zealand mudsnails and other aquatic 
invasive species.
Thank you to ALL of the 2019 Snapshot Day volunteers and partners for their 
continued efforts to protect Wisconsin’s waters!

A father and son take part in Snapshot Day.
(River Alliance of WI photo)

Join the Fun in 2020!
River Alliance would like to invite you to join us in 2020 on 
August 15th, for the 7th annual Snapshot Day. Please save the 
date for this volunteer event with locations all over the state.
If you are interested in hosting, sponsoring or joining a 
Snapshot Day event in 2020, please contact Natalie Dutack, 
Aquatic Invasive Species & Watershed Groups Manager. 
ndutack@wisconsinrivers.org or 608-257-2424 x 111

Snapshot Day 2019:  
Many Volunteers,  
One Big Discovery  

By Natalie Dutack

Congratulations to these Waukesha Snapshot Day volunteers 
for discovering invasive Starry Stonewort. 

[Photo courtesy Gail Nicoll]

Kids love the hands-on nature of Snapshot Day. 
[Photo courtesy Gail Nicoll]

Volunteers can opt to wade in or stay on shore to check for 
invasive species. 

[Photo courtesy AJ Leiden]

Snapshot Day volunteers turned out across the state in record numbers 
[River Alliance of WI photo]

Volunteers in Madison, WI gather for their Snapshot Day 
training at Cherokee Marsh. 
[River Alliance of WI photo]



A Big Year Ahead for Water Policy in Wisconsin
By Allison Werner

This has been a busy year for water policy. River Alliance has drawn 
on the strength of our network of members to ensure citizen voices 
and water concerns were heard loud and clear by elected officials, 

including the members of the Water Quality Task Force.
People’s messages at the Task Force hearings were consistent and clear. Too many Wisconsinites cannot drink 

their water or have become sick from their water due to nitrates, lead or PFAS (“forever chemicals”). Too many rivers cannot support 
wildlife and human needs due to pollution. Citizen testimony once again confirmed what we all already realize: big, long-term 
solutions are needed, not just quick fixes that don’t address the sources of our water problems in Wisconsin. At each hearing 
farmers, industry, government agencies and conservation groups also declared that they want to be part of the solution.
As we listened to the testimony at the Task Force hearings all over the state, we were reminded again and again that one of 
the fundamental problems is that our current systems for caring for our waters are broken, or they don’t yet exist as they need 
to. Current laws and policies have not led us to clean and safe water in Wisconsin. We’ve reached a critical moment when our 
communities and waters need “more, new, and different” as well as “bold and visionary” approaches. As mentioned in this issue’s 
lead article from Raj, River Alliance is initiating the Wisconsin Water Agenda project. The first phase involves convening a core team 
of water leaders who will envision a different process and a new roadmap to tackle these big issues.
Thank you to each person who attended or spoke at a hearing, 
and/or sent written comments to their elected officials and/or 
the Water Quality Task Force. The Task Force is working on their 
recommendations, which they expect to present soon and vote 
on in early 2020. Your voice will be needed. We will also notify 
members about the DNR’s hearings on targeted performance 
standards for agriculture. We will have more news for you on your 
role in our Clear Water Farms program as well as the Wisconsin 
Water Agenda. Stay tuned because 2020 will be an even bigger 
year for water policy in Wisconsin.

Large turnout at the first Task Force hearing in Lancaster, WI  
[River Alliance of WI photo.]

BILL DAVIS  
We are happy to welcome Bill Davis to the River Alliance team in the role of 

Senior Legal Analyst. Bill brings 30+ years of experience in water policy 
to River Alliance of Wisconsin. He will work to advance new water policy 
and strategy during this critical time for Wisconsin’s waters. During his 
career, Bill has worked on environmental policy at the state and regional 
level including stints as Executive Director of Wisconsin’s Environmental 

Decade (now Clean Wisconsin), Citizens for a Better Environment and the 
State Environmental Leadership Program. Bill grew up outside Washington 

DC where he cut his teeth white water canoeing on the Cacapon, Rappahannock, 
Shenandoah and many other rivers.

BRIAN SHOUP  
River Alliance is pleased to welcome Brian Shoup to our 
Board of Directors. Brian is a retired health care executive, 
having served in both nonprofit and public settings. He has 
an abiding interest in conservation coupled with a love of 
silent sports, including cross country skiing and road biking. 
Brian has great memories of trips into the Boundary Waters and paddling the Upper 
Wolf and Flambeau rivers. As a property owner of wooded land adjoining the North 
Branch of the Prairie River in Lincoln County, he understands the importance of 
protecting watersheds. Brian lives near Cottage Grove, Wisconsin.

HELLOS:

MICHAEL TIBORIS  
Join us in welcoming Michael Tiboris as River Alliance’s Clear Water Farms Director. 
Michael brings a deep background in water policy, cooperative resource governance, and 

agricultural development. Previously, he was Global Water Fellow for 
the Chicago Council on Global Affairs’ Global Food and Agriculture 

Program, where he managed research on water policy and food 
security. When he’s not working to make water stewardship and 
agriculture into mutually supportive activities, he can be found 
playing the banjo at old-time jams and padding around in the woods 

looking for weird bugs to show his kids.

GOODBYES:

FALON FRENCH    
We are so grateful to Falon French, 
River Alliance’s former Clear 
Water Program Director, and 
we wish her the best in her 
next endeavor. Falon was key 
to launching and building our 
Clear Water Farms program, and 
was an excellent liaison to members 
of our Clear Water Business Consortium. 
We will miss her passion for paddling in 
Wisconsin, her love of both cows and cats, 
and her effervescent willingness to pitch 
in and help her teammates with a task or 
project. 

Sign up for our e-news and Action Alerts to stay involved. 
We want to make it easy for you to be a part of making 
change for Wisconsin’s communities and the rivers, 
lakes and watersheds we all depend on. Sign up today at: 
wisconsinrivers.org/newsletter-signup

SHARON WHITE    
We wish all the best to our 
former Associate Director, 
Sharon White. Sharon has worn 
many hats in her decade at 

River Alliance. From tech support 
and crunching numbers, to building 

a strong donor base and producing 
successful events like the Wild & Scenic 
Film Festival, Fools’ Flotilla and Sturgeon 
Passage tours. Sharon has been a “maestro 
behind the scenes” for River Alliance and 
she has created a solid foundation for us to 
build from. We will miss her sense of humor, 
holiday jewelry and love for 90’s music. We 
know that she will excel in her new role; Sitka 
Salmon Shares has reeled in a prize catch!


